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I have the honor to report that the Cairo Arabic / 
newspaper #1 Misti of November 21, 1942, carried an account | 
of a report said to have been submitted to the Egyptian 
Prime Minister by the Minister of Public Works, regarding 
the execution of certain projects in Saudi Arabia for which 
the Egyptian Government was responsible. In his report 
the Minister of Public Works referred to the road between 
Mecca and Jidda which is still unfinished for 19 kilometers 
of its length and which to date has cost Egypte LE 142,000. 
The Minister also suggested a number of projects which 
g might be carried out despite present war conditions. Among 
these projects he listed the following: 1) The covering 
. of the water-course of Ein Zebeida to its end in Mecca; 2) 
b the covering of Zam-zam Well and the making of the necessary 
4 arrangements for raising its water to a cistern from which 
it might be distributed; 3) the construction of special 
drinking basins equipped with the requisite sanitary 
installations, and 4) the construction of necessary walls 
and the placing of signs on the Jidda-Mecca road in order 
to protect it against floods and to make it safe for 
traffic. 
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The Saudi Arab Director of Mines and Public Works, 
Najib SALHA, in commenting on the proposals reportedly 
made by the Egyptian Minister of Public Works stated that 
the Saudi Government had not to date been approached by 
the tian Government on the subject. Najib Salha 
explained that Mohammedans in Egypt over a period of years 
had set up Wakf foundations whose money and income was the 
source of the funds expended on the Jidda-Mecca roadvtand 
presumably of the money proposed to be spent on the other 

rojects outlined by the Egyptian Minister of Public Wofks. 
The Egyptian Government was in the position of a tryst 
with regard to the Egyptian Wakf properties. Bs 
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auG 7 194° 4 gm not sure how much your division knows about Najib 


pivisiOMSalha@, Saudi Director of Mines and Public Works, so I will 
ys AWS a little background before relating the most recent 


MRS relopments which affect him. 


Najib is a’Druse from somewhere near Beirut. He began 
his career in this part of the world perhaps twenty years 
ago as a clerk in the British firm, Gellatly, Hankey & Co. 
(Sudan) Ltd., adhd in that capacity was trasferred to 
Gellatly, Hankey & Co.'s local office in or about 1926. 
After some years, he was employed by the Saudi Arabian 
Mining Syndicate, and later became: Saudi Director of Mines 
and Public Works. As such, he was the Saudi official who 
dealt with questions arising from the operations of the 
Californie Arabian Standard 011 Co. and the Saudi Arabian 
Mining Syndicate. 


He has the entire confidence of Shaikh Abdullah 
As-Suleiman, Minister of Finance, and has discharged the 
duties of Undersecretary of Finance, though he has never 
had such a title. During the last year or so, he has been 
designated by King Ibn Saud as the person responsible for 
supplies, still without any advance in title, and so has 
been one of the most important men in the country. 


Najib is serious, hard-working, reliable. He is 
intelligent, experienced, speaks good English, and is 
generally the most satisfactory man in the Saudi Government 
to deal with. He has done a great deal to assist in smooth- 
ing out difficulties and misunderstandings between the local 
Government and the oil company and Mining Syndicate. If 
he has any prejudices agairist Americans, British or even 












against Christians, it has not been observable. = 
But after se years in Jidda, Najib has had 

about enough of it. He is wealthy;~he-~iewearys bis. 

children are of school age and he does not wish to-+ 
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to the Middle East Supply Center. He has been in Cairo 
for the last two months on similar business. Whether 
he would be Saudi Chargé d'affaires or not would be 
immaterial, though he would probably like it, and the 

‘ present Chargé is about ready for retirement. 


There are some advantages which would come from 
Najib’s transfer to Cairo: it would greatly reduce the 
work of the British Legation and the MESC here, and to 
a certain extent, the work of this Legation as well. 
Probably it would facilitate the flow of supplies to Arabia. 


On the other hand, a considerable part of his work 
must necessarily. be done in Arabia, and no suitable 
successor is visible. One possitiLity is Suleiman E£1-Hamad, 
gon of Shaikh Hamad Es-Suleiman, a young man with the 
peepee connections, but one who has never shown a capacity 

or any work. The telants he has displayed are along 
different lines. 


It is unlikely that Najib could remain in Cairo, or 
spend most of his time in Cairo, and still direct 
transportation in this part of Arabia, the distribution of 
food, piece goods, et cetera, and Government relations with 
the oil company. It appears that relations with the 
Mining Syndicate may soon present no problen. 


The local representative of the California Arabian 
Standard Oil Company is alarmed at the prospect of Najib's 
departure, and is even thinking of the possibility that a 
considerable part of the oil company's Government-relations 
work will have to be carried out either with the local 
officials in Al-Hasa or in Riyadh. 


While it is possibleithat Najib may be persuaded to 
remain in Jidda for a while longer, he has made up his mind 
to leave Saudi Arabia; and I do not see how he can be 
obliged to stay here. Therefore, the problem will have to 
be faced and solved sooner or later. 


This is a difficulty characteristic of Saudi Arabia. 
There is only one man in the country, and he is a foreigner, 
who is competent to handle the most important administrative 
position in the Government. And that position is of 
interest both to the American and British Governments 
because it handles the supplies being furnished by the 
Allded nations. 


Sincerely, 








August 7, 1043 


Dear Jimmy: 


We appreciate your letter of July 24, 19435, regard- 


ing the future plans of Najib Salha, Saudi Director of 





5 Mines and Public Works. An informal personality analysis % 
‘ ‘sugh as this is extremely helpful. In view of Najib's 4 
A apparent usefulness to the Saudi Arab Government, it is: we 
to be hoped that he will be able to continue his affiliee = 
tion with that Government. Nn" 
Sincerely yours, 
fF {if f : 
wie 
a re The Honorable 
y James 3. Moose, Jr., ‘ 
4, CR American Minister Resident adenine: boy 
G ¢ and Consul, / A tree sony of Qg 
1945 Jidda. | the k 
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